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'HE  HISTORY  OF  LOWELL  covers  everything  regard- 
ing early  discoveries,  the  colonial  age,  and  the  Indian  and 
Revolutionary  Wars  in  the  fullest  details  ;  including  many 
copies  of  ancient  maps  and  records.  It  takes  up  and  fully 
describes  the  cotton  industry,  its  origin,  growth,  and  j^rogress, 
from  its  first  inception  to  the  present  time.  Lowell's  Press, 
banking  and  municipal  history  is  dealt  with  in  an  able  manner, 
and  the  lives  of  its  people,  m  every  condition  of  society,  are 
described  by  a  master  hand.  It  is  a  complete  history  of  people, 
customs,  manners  and  habits,  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  the 
country  to  the  present  time,  and  is  in  every  sense  a  valuable  book 
of  reference. 

This  booklet  shows  style  of  illustration,  quality  of  paper, 
and  when  open,  size  of  book  page,  9.\i2  inches.  The  binding  is 
best  cloth,  for  library  use.  The  workmanship  in  every  way  is  of 
the  best.  No  effort  has  been  spared  to  make  it  valuable  to  the 
general  reader  as  well  as  to  the  student.  The  work  contains 
over  400  fine  engravings.  Every  one  in  any  way  interested  in 
local  or  national  history  can  read  its  800  pages  with  profit. 
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LOWELL  A  TOWN  — 1826  TO  1836. 

1^  Y  the  Spring  of  1826  the  new  village  of  East  Chelmsford 
was  fast  outgrowing  the  town  of  which  it  was  a  part ; 
and  yet  the  East  Chelmsford  men  were  obliged  to  travel 
three  or  four  miles  to  perform  their  political  duties.  The  growth 
of  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  affected  its  political  or  politico- 
economic  notions,  and  division  became  desirable.  Just  one 
hundred  years  after  the  old  Wamesit  was,  at  its  own  request,, 
annexed  to  Chelmsford,  it  was  given  independence  again,  though 
with  slightly  different  borders.  The  new  town  was  well  named 
for  the  originator  of  the  Waltham  enterprise,  Francis  Cabot 
Lowell,  whose  spirit  was  reproduced  as  well  as  possible  in  the 
arrangements  for  the  well-being  of  the  new  town.  March  i,  1826,, 
East  Chelmsford  was  superseded  by  Lowell. 

In  looking  back  through  the  vista  of  years  that  have  elapsed 
since  the  first  settlement  of  Chelmsford,  it  is  difficult  to  realize 
that  the  populous  City  of  Lowell,  with  its  stu-ring  life,  its  great 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  surrounded  by  every  evidence 
of  wealth  and  civ^ilization,  was  once  the  virgin  forest  where  lived 
and  dwelt  another  race  of  beings.  Such,  however,  was  the  case,. 
and  the  history  of  the  Indian,  his  relations  with  the  whites,  his 
decadence  and  final  disappearance  from  the  land,  is  interesting 
and  pathetic  in  the  extreme. 

What  a  panoramic  view  of  human  progress  we  have  beheld 
since  then!  The  virgin  wilderness  where  the  Indian  roamed 
unmolested  in  all  the  freedom  and  abandonment  of  his  savage 
nature,  the  sparsely  settled  neighborhood,  consisting  of  a  few 
families  who  had  here  and  there  made  a  clearing  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  were  separated  from  each  other  by  miles  of  wild, 
unbroken  forest.  How  changed!  Today  this  same  territory  is 
covered  by  a  thickly  settled  community ;  the  wilderness  has  dis- 
appeared: and  instead  of  the  soft  music  of  the  babbling  brook 
is  heard  the  busy  hum  of  running  waters  and  whirling  wheels  of 
industry,  as  they  bury  themselves  in  the  waters  which  are  now 
utilized  and  controlled  in  the  interest  of  the  great  manufacturing 
industries  of  the  city. 

The  act  creating  the  Town  of  Lowell  was  passed  March  i,. 
1826.  Its  provisions  defining  the  conditions  of  its  separation 
from  Chelmsford,  are  as  follows : 
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OWELL'S  water  power  is  the  natural  cause  that  made 
Lowell.  The  illustration  that  we  give  is  only  one  of 
many  contained  in  the  History,  together  with  full  descrip- 
tions of  the  growth  of  the  canal  system,  the  manner  of  taking 
the  water  from  the  river  and  utilizing  it.  The  fall  is  over  thirty 
feet,  and  the  commercial  value  of  this  great  head  of  water  is 
almost  beyond  computation.  The  Merrimack  River  probably 
turns  more  wheels  than  any  other  stream  in  the  world,  and  more 
at  Lowell  than  at  any  other  point  in  its  course.  Here  it  has  its 
greatest  fall ;  here  it  is  most  powerful ;  and  here  the  problem  of 
harnessing  it  and  turning  its  strength  to  use,  has  been  solved  on 
a  scale  of  tremendous  magnitude;  here  it  turns  the  wheels  that 
feed  thousands  and  clothe  millions.  The  men  who  have  thus 
conquered  nature  are  surely  deserving  of  mention  in  history. 


\F^^,OWELL'S  manufacturinj;-  interests  begin  at  an  early  date. 
j\[%^  In  1794  there  were  in  Lowell  three  saw  mills,  two  saw- 
and-grist  mills,  a  clothier's  mill,  and  an  iron  works.  In 
1813  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  was  begun;  this  mill  was, 
in  1 81 8,  changed  into  a  woolen  mill.  On  the  6th  of  February, 
1822,  the  Merrimack  Manufacturing  Company  was  incorporated, 
and  from  that  time  the  growth  of  manufacturing  has  been  in 
every  sense  the  growth  of  the  city.  The  way  was  then  opened 
for  the  investment  of  capital  and  for  the  development  of 
enormous  enterprises.  The  opportunities  were  soon  grasped, 
and  Lowell  immediately  began  the  then  unprecedented  growth 
which  resulted  in  the  building,  within  two  decades,  of  a  large 
city  from  what  had  been  a  sparsely  settled  farming  region. 
Our  illustration  shows  Lowell  twelve  years  after  the  incorporation 
of  the  Merrimack  Manufacturing  Company. 
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eOMMERCE  in  the  section  where  Lowell  is  now  located 
began  by  the  building  of  the  Middlesex  Canal,  connecting 
the  Merrimack  River  with  Boston  Harbor.  This  was  one 
of  the  very  first  canals  in  this  country.  It  was  begun  in  1794, 
opened  to  use  in  1804.  and  discontinued  in  1858.  It  was  thirty 
feet  wide,  four  feet  deep,  with  twenty  locks,  seven  aqueducts, 
and  was  spanned  by  fifty  bridges.  Its  cost  was  $500,000,  one- 
third  of  which  represented  land  damage  claims.  The  advent  of 
railroads  destroyed  its  usefulness.  Lowell  is  now  well  supplied 
with  transportation  facilities  by  the  Boston  &  Maine  and  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroads  and  their  connections. 
The  illustrations  given  on  opposite  page  represent  the  small 
beginnings  of  the  rival  systems  of  transportation. 
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OLD  CANAI-  SCENE. 
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OLD  TRAIN— Boston  &  Lowell  R.  R. 


'AI? ,_  OWELL  takes  pride  in  her  massive,  substantial  structures 
jj[^  devoted  to  city  and  general  government  purposes,  in  her 
beautiful  homes,  good  schools,  accomplished  and  lovely 
women,  and  active,  enterprising  business  men.  Her  streets  are 
filled  with  the  busy,  bustling  life  of  a  wideawake  American 
city.  Among  her  sons  have  been  Generals,  Statesmen,  Artists, 
and  Inventors,  men  whose  lives  have  been  of  great  use  in  this 
work-a-day  world,  and  whose  living  and  doing  have  shed  some- 
thing of  lustre  over  the  city  they  called  "home."  Some  of 
them  whose  names  are  high  on  the  nation's  roll  of  fame,  are 
gone,  but  their  names  live,  and  "their  works  do  follow  them." 
Their  lives  are  a  part  of  the  history  of  Lowell,  even  as  the  lives 
of  all  great  men  constitute  the  history  of  the  times  in  which 
they  lived. 
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CITY  HALL. 


BIOGRAPHY. 

,^/j  TRUE  MAN  AND  A  GOOD  GOVERNOR.  These 
words  are  in  the  mouths  of  all  men,  of  all  parties. 
Erederic  T.  Greenhalge,  thrice  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  in  every  sense  a  representative  American  citizen 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  was  born  in  England.  Born  on  July 
19th,  1842,  he  came  to  this  country  soon  after  with  his  parents, 
•entered  Harvard  College  in  1859,  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Lowell  in 
1865,  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention  in  1884, 
■chosen  as  a  member  of  the  51st  Congress  in  1884,  elected  as 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1892,  re-elected  twice  by  increased 
majorities,  his  death  interrupted  his  third  term.  He  was  a  man 
■of  the  people,  an  honest  lawyer  and  a  true  gentleman.  His  death 
robbed  the  "  Old  Bay  State  "  of  a  statesman.  "  His  vetoes  of 
the  Holyoke  and  Woburn  Police  Commission  bills  won  him 
great  popular  favor,  and  stamped  him  as  a  firm  believer  in  the 
great  principle  of  local  self-government  ;  his  stand  against  the 
proscriptive  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  array  citizens  of 
different  religious  opinions  against  each  other,  and  his  outspoken 
advocacy  of  equal  rights  to  all,  no  matter  of  what  race  or  creed, 
as  long  as  they  stand  on  the  broad  platform  of  American  citizen- 
ship, has  marked  him  as  a  man  of  rare  courage,  worthy  of  the 
highest  honor  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens."  Our  illustra- 
tion is  one  of  his  latest  pictures  and  has  never  been  published 
before. 
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